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Introduction

To determine how many VADOC releases died from an overdose in Virginia in CY2022, data from the 
Virginia Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) was matched to VirginiaCORIS data. The data 
provided by OCME contains fatal overdose records for CY2022. Out of the 2,619 individuals who fatally 
overdosed, 1,321 (50%) were able to be uniquely matched to VirginiaCORIS records.1 Not everyone who 
was matched to VirginiaCORIS data was released from state responsible (SR) incarceration.2 Matches also 
include those who were on community supervision and never had an SR incarceration. Matches who were 
on community supervision could have come from an SR incarceration or could have been sentenced to 
community supervision by the courts.

Population Summary

Of those 1,321 individuals who were able to be uniquely 
matched, 710 (54%) had at least one SR incarceration in 
Virginia and were supervised by VADOC Probation and 
Parole (P&P) at some point; 580 were only on supervision 
at some point; and 31 had  only prior SR incarcerations. 
In mutually inclusive totals, 741 individuals had at least 
one prior SR incarceration and 1,290 were supervised 
by VADOC P&P at some point. Of the 741 with prior 
SR incarcerations, 405 (55%) were released between 
FY2017 and FY2023. The 336 individuals with prior SR 
incarcerations who were not releases between FY2017 and 
FY2023 were released prior to FY2017. 

SR Releases Who Fatally Overdosed in CY2022
Characteristics of FY2017 to FY2023 of SR Releases3 Who Fatally Overdosed in CY2022

Of the 405 FY2017 to FY2023 SR releases who fatally overdosed in CY2022, 333 (82%) were male and 
72 (18%) were female. One hundred and eighty-nine (47%) had no evidence of having a mental health 
impairment and 115 (28%) had evidence of having a mental health impairment.4 Of the 405 SR releases, 
184 (45%) scored 'High' on the COMPAS Risk of General Recidivism Scale and 255 (63%) scored 'Highly 
1 76 (3%) records were matched using only an identifier variable; 54 (2%) were matched using an SSN only; 1,191 (45%) were 
matched using the identifier variable and an SSN; six (<1%) matched to more than one OffenderId; and 1,292 (49%) were unable 
to be matched. The identifier variable is a combination of the first seven letters of the last name, first four letters of the first name, 
year of birth, and month of birth.
2 The definition of an SR incarceration has changed with time, but at the time of this analysis an SR incarceration requires a 
Virginia felony conviction with a sentence of one year or more or a parole violation with a sentence of two years or more.
3 There were 16 SR inmates who fatally overdosed while incarcerated in CY2022. These 16 inmates were not counted as FY2022 
or FY2023 releases, but if they were released at some point prior to their SR incarceration term which ended in CY2022 or had 
been supervised at some point by VADOC P&P then they were included in the analysis.
4  Only approved mental health codes in VirginiaCORIS were used.
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Probable' on the COMPAS Substance Abuse Needs Scale. State responsible (SR) incarcerations are based on 
the sentence imposed by the courts and some SR inmates may remain in local/regional jails for their entire 
incarceration due to DOC capacity relative to the population at the time of incarceration. Less than one-half 
(47%) spent at least a portion of their most recent SR release term in a VADOC facility; of those, over one-
half spent two years or less in a DOC facility (57%). Over one-third (35%) of SR releases had a most serious 
offense (MSO) of larceny/fraud and just under one-half (48%) had a crime type of property/public order. 
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Drug Test History and Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Treatment History of FY2017 to FY2023 SR 
Releases Who Fatally Overdosed in CY2022

The drug histories of FY2017 to FY2023 SR releases, including all drug tests during all incarceration and 
supervision periods prior to SR release, were examined. At the time of release, 358 out of 405 SR releases 
from FY2017 to FY2023 had drug test histories, 268 of which had at least one positive drug test (75%). Of 
those with a history of positive drug tests, the majority of SR releases had their last positive drug test two or 
more years prior to release (64%).

More than one-half (54%) of FY2017 to FY2023 SR releases tested positive at least once for cocaine at some 
point and almost one-half (45%) tested positive at least once for opioids5 at some point.

Forty-nine of the 189 (26%) SR releases from a DOC facility had participated in a substance use disorder 
(SUD) program during their release term of incarceration, 44 of which completed at least one program 
(90%).

5 The opioid category used does not include fentanyl and buprenorphine.
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SR Incarceration Release Year by Time from Release to CY2022 Fatal Overdose for FY2017 to 
FY2023 SR Releases

The average time from release date to CY2022 overdose death date was 836 days (2.3 years). The median 
time from release to overdose date was 764 days (2.1 years). Only one year of overdose deaths (CY2022) 
was matched to all SR releases, resulting in SR releases from FY2017 having longer times to fatal overdose 
than FY2023 releases. FY2022 releases comprised almost one-quarter (24%) of FY2017 to FY2023 DOC 
releases who overdosed in CY2022. 

FY2022 releases had the greatest number of overdose related deaths in CY2022 (N=97). FY2017 and 
FY2023 had the same number of overdose-related deaths (N=37). FY SR releases closer to the CY2022 
match year had proportionally more overdose deaths. However, this does not necessarily mean there were 
more overdose deaths in those years because it would require additional data on overdose deaths for that 
time period to determine trends. This is due to the inability to compare to overdose data for other years 
because only CY2022 fatal overdoses were analyzed. Also, only one-half of FY2023 releases would have 
been released by the end of CY2022 causing further limitations when comparing fiscal year of release. 
Additionally, one-third of the fatal overdoses analyzed occurred within one year of release which leads to 
earlier years missing critical overdose data due to only analyzing CY2022 fatal overdoses. These limitations 
lead to conclusions being drawn from data that does not fully allow the follow-up periods of different fiscal 
years to be analyzed in a comparable way. This can be seen in the table below where many fiscal years have 
follow-up periods that are not applicable. 

Fatal overdoses within one year of release were examined for FY2022 releases due to the large number of 
overdoses. Over two-thirds of overdoses occurred within six months of release (70%). The lowest percentage 
of overdoses in the first year of release occurred between month nine through one year after release (11%).
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Time from FY2017 to FY2023 SR Release to CY2022 Fatal Overdose by Previous Incarceration 
Type

Due to capacity constraints, not all SR inmates are brought into a VADOC facility. SR inmates do not include 
local responsible (LR) inmates who are also in jails. The table below shows the previous incarceration 
type by the time from release date to the fatal overdose date. Of the CY2022 overdose data analyzed, the 
largest percentage of DOC facility releases and Jail Only SR releases died from an overdose within one year 
post release (29% and 37%, respectively). Releases who died from an overdose more than five years post 
release comprised the smallest percentage of DOC facility releases and Jail Only releases (10% and 8%, 
respectively). Overall, almost two-thirds of releases who died from an overdose died within three years of 
release (65%).

Analysis of Former Supervisees Who Fatally Overdosed in CY2022
Overview of Former Supervisees

Of the 1,321 individuals who were able to be uniquely matched, 1,290 individuals had been supervised by 
VADOC Probation and Parole (P&P) at some point. The 710 former supervisees who also had at least one 
previous SR incarceration are included in this analysis. Gender, mental health impairment, COMPAS scores, 
most serious offense (MSO), crime type, and drug testing information were examined. The time between 
release from supervision to fatal overdose data was also examined.			

Characteristics of Former Supervisees Who Fatally Overdosed in CY2022

Of the 1,290 former supervisees who fatally overdosed in CY2022, 978 (76%) were male. One hundred and 
seventy-four (14%) had no evidence of having a mental health impairment and 122 (10%) had evidence 
of having a mental health impairment.6 Of the 1,290 former supervisees, 378 (29%) scored 'High' on the 
6 Only approved mental health codes in VirginiaCORIS were used.
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COMPAS Risk of General Recidivism Scale and 669 (52%) scored 'Highly Probable' on the COMPAS 
Substance Abuse Needs Scale. More than one-quarter (29%) of former supervisees had an MSO of drug 
possession and more than one-third (40%) had a drug crime type. 

Drug Test History of Former Supervisees Who Fatally Overdosed in CY2022

For former supervisees who were able to be matched, 1,021 out of 1,290 (79%) had drug test histories. Of 
those with drug test histories, 754 (74%) had at least one positive drug test. The largest percentage of former 
supervisees had their last positive drug test more than two years prior to being released from supervision or 
their fatal overdose date (30%). Almost one-quarter (23%) of the former supervisees who fatally overdosed 
in CY2022 who had at least one positive drug test fatally overdosed within 90 days of their last positive drug 
test.
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The drug histories of former supervisees who fatally overdosed in CY2022, including all drug tests during 
incarceration and supervision periods, were examined. More than one-third (36%) of former supervisees tested 
positive at least once for cocaine at some point and almost one-third (30%) tested positive at least once for 
opioids7 at some point.

Time from Supervision Release to CY2022 Fatal Overdose

Shown in the table on the next page is the number and percentage of supervision releases who fatally overdosed 
and the amount of time between release from supervision and the fatal overdose date. The largest percentage of 
former supervisees who fatally overdosed after being released from supervision died more than 10 years after 
release (32%) while the smallest percentage of supervision releases died within one to two years of release and 
four to six years of release (10%). The average number of days from supervision release to fatal overdose was 
2,935 days (≈ 8 years) and the median number of days was 2,180 days (≈ 6 years). The minimum number of 
days from supervision release to overdose was 2 days and the maximum was 16,570 days (45.4 years). Due to 
the wide range and very high outliers, the median is a better indicator for this measure.

7 The opioid category used does not include fentanyl and buprenorphine.
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Characteristics of Supervisees Who Fatally Overdosed While On Supervision in CY2022

Of the 1,290 former supervisees who fatally overdosed in CY2022, 519 (40%) were on supervision at the 
time of their fatal overdose. Of the 519 supervisees who fatally overdosed while on supervision in CY2022, 
107 (21%) had pending violations and 30 (6%) were absconders at the time of fatal overdose. Of the 519 
supervisees, 387 (75%) had at least one positive drug test at some point. Almost one-half (47%) tested positive 
for cocaine at some point and over two-fifths (43%) tested positive for opioids other than buprenorphine and 
fentanyl at some point. Over one-quarter (28%) tested positive for fentanyl at some point. Over one-quarter 
(29%) fatally overdosed within 90 days of their last positive drug test, while over one-third (35%) fatally 
overdosed two years or more after their last positive drug test. One-quarter of the 471 supervisees who were 
drug tested fatally overdosed within 30 days of their last collection date. Five hundred supervisees who fatally 
overdosed on supervision in CY2022 had at least one documented contact with their probation officer. Over 
three-fifths (62%) fatally overdosed within 90 day of their last contact with their probation officer.
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The table below shows the breakdown of these supervisees by region and district. Every P&P district had at 
least one supervisee fatally overdose in CY2022. Of the three main regions, the Central Region had the highest 
number of fatal overdoses on supervision (N=203) and the Western Region had the lowest number of fatal 
overdoses (N=114). Richmond P&P had the highest number of fatal overdoses while on supervision out of any 
probation district (N=42), followed by Virginia Beach P&P (N=33) and Henrico P&P (N=30). Accomac P&P, 
Alexandria P&P, and Wytheville P&P had the lowest number of fatal overdoses in CY2022 (N=1). 
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Conclusion

The majority of SR releases and those who had a history of supervision who overdosed in CY2022 were male 
(82% and 76%, respectively). The largest percentage scored 'Highly Probable' on the COMPAS Substance 
Abuse Needs Scale (63% and 52%, respectively). The largest percentage of SR releases had a crime type of 
property/public order (48%), while the largest percentage of former supervisees had a drug crime type (40%). 

More than one-half (54%) of SR releases tested positive for cocaine at some point and almost one-half tested 
positive for opioids other than fentanyl and buprenorphine at some point (45%). Over one-third (36%) of former 
supervisees tested positive for cocaine at some point and almost one-third (30%) of former supervisees tested 
positive for opioids excluding fentanyl and buprenorphine at some point. Out of the 405 FY2017 to FY2023 SR 
releases who fatally overdosed in CY2022, 268 (66%) had at least one positive drug test prior to release. Of the 
1,021 former supervisees who fatally overdosed in CY2022 with drug test histories, 754 (74%) had at least one 
positive drug test prior to fatally overdosing. 

The average time from release for FY2017 to FY2023 SR releases to CY2022 overdose death date was 836 
days (2.3 years), while the median time from release to overdose death date was 764 days (2.1 years). Of the 
release years examined, FY2022 releases had the greatest number of fatal overdoses in CY2022 (N=97). The 
largest percentage of DOC facility releases and Jail Only releases died from an overdose within one year post 
release (29% and 37%, respectively). Almost two-thirds of the releases examined who died from an overdose 
died within three years of release (65%). Five hundred and nineteen supervisees fatally overdosed while on 
community supervision and 771 former supervisees fatally overdosed during CY2022. Of those 771 former 
supervisees who overdosed, the largest percentage (32%) died more than 10 years after their release from 
supervision. 

There were 519 supervisees who died on supervision during CY2022. Almost one-half (47%) tested positive for 
cocaine at some point and three-quarters had at least one positive drug test, of which, over one-quarter (29%) 
fatally overdosed within 90 days of their last positive drug test. Of the 500 supervisees who fatally overdosed 
while on supervision with a documented contact, over three-fifths (62%) fatally overdosed within 90 day of 
their last contact with their probation officer. 

The limitations of only having overdose death information for CY2022 causes conclusions to be drawn from 
data that does not encompass all fiscal years examined equally. Having more years of overdose data to compare 
with VADOC data would allow for a more complete analysis.
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